Comparative judgments of vocal quality, speech fluency, and confidence of black and white speakers in southern universities were tested to determine the interrelationships of (1) perception of vocal quality and judgment of confidence in the voice, (2) quality and fluency, and (3) speech fluency and judgment of confidence, and to ascertain the differences between black and white speakers' vocal quality, speech fluency, and confidence. A short passage, used as a stimulus, was read by a test group of 25 Negro and 25 Caucasian studentS. Using.a seven"point scale, it was concluded that: (1) the 50 speakers were correctly identified as to race by a majority of 36 college students serving as listener/judges, (2) vocal quality and speech fluency were both perceived to be significantly better for white speakers, (3) confidence as perceived in the voice was also significantly better for white speakers, and (4) relationships between all combinations of quality, fluency, and confidence were significant..(Au.thm:/CH)
2.
Abstract:
Judgments of Vocal Quality, Speech Fluency, and Confidence of Southern Black and White Speakers by Ruth Beckey Irwin,
The Ohio State University
The present study was concerned with comparative judgments of vocal quality, speech fluency, and confidence of black and white speakers in southern universities. Specific objectives were to determine whether the following were related:
(1) perception of vocal quality and judgment of confidence in the voice, (2) quality and fluency, (3) speech fluency and judgment of confidence; and to ascertain the differences between black and white speakers in vocal quality, speech fluency, and confidence. A short passage was used as stimuli, to be read by 25 Negroes and 25 Caucasians. Using a seven-point scale, the following results were obtained:
(1) the 50 speakers were correctly identified as to race by a majority of 36 listeners; (2) vocal quality and speech fluency were both perceived to be significantly better for white speakers; (3) confidence as perceived in the voice was also significantly better for white speakers; (4) relationships between all combinations of quality; fluency, and confidence were significant.
3.
The study of Negro speech has been primarily concerned with linguistic skills such as vocabulary, grammar, and syntax. Some attention has been given to the phonology of Negro speech, but very little objective observation (Pederson, 1964; Stewart, 1964; Green, 1963) of the paralinguistic features of Negro speech (pitch, rhythm, stress, and voice) has been done. Stewart describes Negro dialect as including "paralinguistic features such as voice quality, syllable dynamics, and speech stylistic uses of pitch."
A few studies (Wolfe, 1968; Harms, 1961) The relationship of personality to dialect has been studied by Markel, Eisler, and Reese (1967) who found that regional dialect was a significant factor in judging personality. Dialect also had significant effect on how judges rated competency of the speaker (Buck, 1968) .
The purpose of the present investigation was to extend the information concerning the differences between black and white speakers in vocal quality, speech fluency, and perceived confidence as heard in the voice. The relationships among these characteristics were also to be considered.
METHOD

Materials
The Passage. To c)ntrol for effects of content and to emphasize a wide 4.
spread of 40 different phonemes which are found in Standard American English, the following passage (Thomas, 1958) was selected.
Aunt Mary Jane is eighty years old and a very poor writer, and we were very worried about her. After a while, wt saw a very trim barn yard with seven donkeys and ten hogs.
Overhead a goose honked, and a dense fog crept in from the lake where fish were aimlessly jumping. We heard frogs in the swamp on a peninsula, and after eleven miles came out into a very barren desolate area.
The Speakers
The speakers were 25 Negroes and 25 Caucasians from southern universities who have lived the major part of their lives in the eastern part of North Carolina (Wolfe, 1968) . This area is essentially the dialectal region described by Kurath and McDavid (1961) The 29 subjects, who rated speech fluency and confidence perceived in the speech and voice, were given these instructions: "Score on a seven-point scale in which 7 represents 'bad' and 1 represents 'good.' Check space for rating. Do not use middle space." Each subject judged both the fluency and confidence for the 50 speakers with three trials preceding the judging.
Three pages on which to make ratings were distributed. The entry for each sample was exactly the same, for example: Speech fluency, as perceived by 29 judges, was significantly better (t value, .001 level) for white speakers (M=1.9) than for black speakers
Confidence expressed in the voice of the white speakers (M=2.3) was judged by 29 listeners to be significantly better (t value, .01 level) than the perceived confidence in the voices of black speakers (M-3.8).
Relationships (Pearson Product Moment) between all possible combinations of vocal quality, fluency, and confidence were determined. As shown in Table 2, all rs are significant at the .01 level; vocal quality and speech fluency, r=0.75;
7.
vocal quality and confidence in voice, r = 59; speech fluency and confidence, r = 0.82. (Table 2 about here)
The reliability coefficients (Winer, pp. 124-132, 1972 ) for t7'..e judges were as follows: (1 
